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The Museum of Motherhob
redefines how we talk about
motherhood- from the perspective of
m/others. Through exhibitions and
education, we tackle the ubiquitous
nature of reproductive identity, birth,
and parenting by examining the social,
psychological, and economic realities
embedded in these experiences and
by turning the lens squarely on the
people at the center of these
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20 th Anniversary Conference

Museum of Motherhood

MoM is the first and only exhibition and education center
devoted to the art, science, and herstory of women,
m/others, and families. Our mission is to start great
conversations, create thought-provoking exhibits, and
cultivate community in a safe and supportive
environment while informing and inspiring lives.

JourMsS

The Journal of Mother Studies (JourMS) a peer-reviewed,
international, interdisciplinary  open-access digital
humanities hybrid project that disseminates articles,
research, and creativity on the subject of Mother Studies
which is a field of interdisciplinary study devoted to the
issues, experiences, topics, history, and culture of
m/others, mothering, and motherhood:

Mother Studies

Mother Studies as a field of interdisciplinary study
devoted to the issues, experiences, topics, history, and
culture of m/others, mothering, and motherhood. The
field pivots within the humanities and includes the lived
experiences of those identifying as mothers. Mother
Studies examines postmodern critical theory and praxis,
identifying a nexus of m/otherness as a determining force
of intellectual and personal expression.

Mother Made Art

Mother-made art recognizes the works and endeavors of
those making fine and performing arts who are self-identified
mothers and those whose work is impacted by, or is focused
on, experiences of pregnancy, birth, care-work, fertility, loss,
adoption, fostering, surrogacy, and m/otherhood inclusive of
all reproductive identities. This includes artistic interpretations
highlighting the lifespan of makers of maternal experience,
action, matrescence, and embodiment, within personal and
relationally organized emotions, biologies, technologies, and
behaviors.



Dyana GravinaFor the launch of her first book, Embodied
Histories: Medicalised Sexuality, Childbirth and Subversive
Bodies (2025), Dyana Gravina presents a performance ritual
that embodies their somatic and transhistorical research into
the political and physiological connections between
childbirth and sexuality. Through art, somatic practices and
writing, it wants to subvert conventional notions of femininity
and masculinity, seeking to reclaim demonised behaviours,
body autonomy, and radical subjectivity.

With the desire to create new layers of awareness, the book
reconciles the histories of the medicalisation of childbirth and
the moralisation and repression of sexuality, long kept separate.
From the rise of Christianity and the Church’s alliance with
medicine, to Puritanism, Feminists and Queer movements, and
technological advances, this combined history becomes a
personal investigation into systemic patterns shaping public
and private experiences. In a world that increasingly detaches
from the body and its pleasures, exploits it under capitalist
demands, and shapes identities under patriarchal conditioning,
this is an invitation to return to the body, using the force of birth,
its contractions and impulses to walk a transformative path to
reimagining sex, birth, and liberation.

The book concludes with conversations and a creative
embodied exploration of these themes between Dyana Gravina
and interdisciplinary artists Dagmara Bilon, Amy Dignam, Leni
Dothan, Laima Leyton, Kadie Salmon, Khaoula B Karaweigh and
Stefania Zocco.

Dyana Gravina: Embodied Histories: Medicalised Sexuality,
Childbirth and Subversive Bodies (2025), published by
Wysewomen Publishing and designed by Alessia Arcuri .



*This conference is made
possible through the generous
support of USF

With Special Thanks:

Caryn Nesmith
Ben Pazian

Shelby Martin-Vegue

MoM Conference Coordinators

Brittany De Nucci
Meagan Welch
Batya Weinbaum

MoM Academic Committee

Michelle Hughes Miller
Elizabeth Charles
Aurelie Athan
Hannah Brockbank
Martha Joy Rose

MoM Executive Board

Courtney Kessel
Barbara Lynch
Anna Leiggi
Deanna Barcelona

Art Auction Partner

Odeta Xheka & OXH Gallery
and... Mary Havlock, Little House Nonprofit

We Build Tampa Bay
Creating culture beyond the bridges
Liz Dimmitt and Florida RAMA
Emmanuel Roux & 15th St Farm

Dyana Gravina
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Can you guess the artist?

Can you guess the artist?




Presenters Regan Moss

Alicia Campos Sarah Hunter
Amy Wagner, Susan Smith, Amy Crocker Sarah McCarthy

Anabella Lenzu Sierra Clark

Angelica Martinez & Catalina Alzate Sonia Meerai
Anne Van Leeuwen Stability X

Aspen Culbertson Stacy Robin

(Beth) Elizabeth Charles Susan Smith, Amy Crocker, Amy
Blair Donohue Wagner
Blessing Ogunyemi Tracy Marie Taylor

Zsuzsa Berend & Elly Teman
USF Student Panel: Tiao Xie

Caroline McAuliffe
Cassandra Scherr

Courtney Kessel Kirsten Lee
Cristin Millett Emily Hernandez
Cynthia White Olamide Awoyemi

DaKysha Moore & Elijah ~ MoM Intern: Whetley Earnest

Dyana Gravina Thanks to all our volunteers!

Holly Ittel
lonat Zurr, Cynthia White & Cristin Millet

Isabella Young, Shriya Gaur, Pavita MOM
Jennifer Case
Jess Fedenia

Jill Wood & Martha Joy Rose
Julianne Gladstone

Kaitlin Solimine i GALLERY,,

Khora Lab: Regan Moss & Aurélie
Laura Bissell

Maaya Modha-Patel 2/) UNIVERSITY of

Miranda J. Brady SOUTH FLOR'DA

Miranda Mestas Vatterott ST. PETERSBURG
Molly Sherman, Emily Fitzgerald
Pam Cohen & Jess Ringgenberg
Pavtia Singh
Portia Yuran Li
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DIRECTIONS: o |
MOM & USF Submissions to JourMS Open April 1

JourMS

Journal of Mother Studies

JourMS.org

QR CODE HERE FOR SCHEDULE
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LIVES
HERE

YOU CAN
SEE ¢STHE
LLIGHT IN
HER FACE

= =1 DONATE -to our nonprofit

@museumofmotherhood
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PUSHBACK

9 STEPS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
WITH ACTIVISM AND ART

(BECAUSE THE WORLD’S GONE BANANAS)

for 1/2 off ($5)
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v How to be an Activist

19
Feminism

MORE THAN
EVER

THEN NOW

Women earn less than men. Women earn less than men.

Equal Rights Amendment not
part of the U.S. constitution,

Equal Rights Amendment not
part of the U.S. constitution,

Less than 15% of all U.S. Less than 15% of all U.S.
Senators and Representafives Senators and Representatives
are women. are women,
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